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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
TITLE 16. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 2. CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTS BOARD 

Experience Evaluation 

Order of Adoption 

Amend Section 117 of Article 3 of Division 2 of Title 16 of the California Code of 
Regulations as follows: 

§ 117. Experience Evaluation. 
The Board's evaluation of candidates' training and educational experience for licensure 
is based on the Board's Table of Equivalents as listed below. 

The Table is comprised of fellitwo columns. Column A lists the types of training and 
educational experience for which credit may be granted. Columns Band C specify 
specifies the maximum credit that may be granted to a candidate for that experience 
who •,•,•as determined by the Board to be eligible for the /\rehitect Registration 
Elmminatien (ARE), the California Supplemental Examination, or licensure prior to 
Jamiary 1, 2005 and who is active in the examination process or to a candidate who is 
otherwise exempt from the IDP/IAP requirement specified in Section 11 €l(b). Column D 
specifies the maximum credit that may be granted to a new or inactive candidate who 
was determined by the Board lo be eligible for the /I.RE on or after January 1, 2005 and 
who is subject to the IDPtlAP requirement. 

TABLE OF EQUIVALENTS 

(a) Experience Equivalents: 

[column A [[coJumn B [[co!vmn C [[column GB 

Candidates Candidates 
Candidates

EJigib!e Prfor to EUgible ,Prior to 
EUgib,le January

January 1, 2005 January 1, 2005 
1, 2005 or After or Otherw,•se orOthenlise 
and Subject to

Exemf)t from §wmf)tfrom 
lOP/IAPlDPIIAP IOP//A.O 
Ref/uiromentRequi,<ement Ref/ui,<ement 



Experience Description 

Eeuoa#on 
Equivalents 

Mme Croeit 
/\#owed 

Training andlor 
Praotioe 
Equil·aients Maximums Credil 

Allowed 
Mair. Creeil 
A!Jow-ed 

(1) A professional degree in 
architecture, where the degree 
program has been accredited 
by the National Architectural 
Accrediting Board (NAAB) or 5 yeaFS 5 years 
the Canadian Architectural 
Certification Board (CACB), or 
units toward such a degree 
credited as set out in /b\/4\. 

(2) A professional degree in 
architecture, where the degree 
program has not been 
accredited by NAAB or CACB 
and the program consists of at 

4 years 4 years 

least a five-year curriculum, or 
units toward such a degree 
credited as set out in /b\/4\. 

(3) A four-year degree in 
architecture or a degree from a 
universitv or colleae which has 
an NAAB-accredited or CACB-
accredited nrofessional dearee 
12rogram in architecture, where 
the degree could be acce12ted 
for entry into a two-year NAAB-
accredited or CACB-accredited 
Master of Architecture nroaram 
Baeeala1Jre1JS AlrillR'l (BA), 

3 1/2 years 3 1/2 4 years 

,6,lrillR'l Baccala1Jre1JS (AB), 
BaeJcielor of Science (BS), or 
units toward such a degree 
credited as set out in lb\14\. 



✓ 

(4) A Ele§Fee frnm a soAeell 

3 1.12 yeaFs 3 1/2 yearn 

oelle§e wAioA Aas aR ~I.A.1\B 
aooFeElileEI 9F GAGB aeeFeEiileEI 
13rnfessieRal Ele§F99 l3F9§Faffi iR 
aFGAileolurn, 1NA9F9 IAe 99§F99 
oeulEI tie aeee13le€1 feF eRIFJ• iRte 
a-twe yeaF ~IA,6-B aeeFeEiileEI eF 
G,6-GB aoeFeEiileEI MasleF ef 
AFel=lileoluFe l3F0§Fam, eF uRils 
lewaFEI SUSA a Ele§F9&c 

(§1) A four-year degree wruGR 
oeRsisls ef al least a feUF yeaF 
ouFFioulum in a field related to 
architecture as defined in 
subsection (b)(6§), or units 
toward such a degree credited 
as set out in (b}(4}. 

2 yeaFS 21 years 

(6§) Any other university or 
college degree which consists 
of at least a four-year 
curriculum. 

1 yeaF 1 year 

(+§.HA) Any other 
city/community college degree 
which consists of at least a two-
year curriculum. 

6 meRlhs 6 months 

illf@f Any other city/community 
college degree or technical 
school certificate in a field 
related to architecture as 
defined in subsection /b)/5). 

1 yeaF -1-l year.§ 

(8} A 12ost-12rofessional degree 
in architecture or with an 
em12hasis on architecture 
consisting of a Master, Master 
of Science or PH.D. dearee or 
units toward such a dearee. 

1 year 



(g~) Experience under the 
direct supervision of an 
a-rchitect(s) licensed or 
reaistered in a United States 5 years ayears j5.ll_ years 
jurisdiction shall be granted 
100% credit for ever:i: hour of 
work as described in /cl/3). 

(91.Q) Primary source 
documentation showing 
Gfertification by the National 
Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards (NCARB) 
shall be aranted 100% credit for 
every hour of work as described 5 years ~ 8 years 
in (c)(3). sl=iall be §lraRteEI a 
R1axiFRlffR of oi§!l=il years eroElit 
llflOR roeoii:it iR !lie BoarEI offiee 
of tl=io eaREiiElato's GlclFFeRt aREI 
•laliEI NGARB l:Jllle eover file, 
traRsR1itteEI by ~!GARB. 

(1 Q) \0.11:iile a eaREiiElate is eRFolleEI iR a eolle[:Je or lJRiversity, ereElit sl:iall be §lraRteEI: 

(A) 1QQ% fer exi:ierieRee 
ol3taiReEI llnEier tho Elireet or 1 year 1 year 1 year 
sll13ervision of arehiteet(s) 
lieenseEI in the bU,. 

(8) 5Q% fer exi:ierienee as, or 
exi:ierienee obtainoEI llnEier the 
Elireet SlJfleF\!ision of, a 
Fe§listereEI eivil OF stFllGtllral 1 year 1 year 
en[lineor anEl,lor a lieenseEI 
laREiseai:io arehiteet lieeRseEI in 
a bJnitoEI States jlclrisElietion. 



(G) §Q% feF ei113eFieRee as, eF 

1 year 1 yeaF 
e)(J3eFieRGe eelaiReEl IJREleF !lie 
EliFeGI S1JJ3eFvisieR ef, a 
Galifemia lieeRseEl geReFal 
BIJilEliRg GSRIFaeleF. 

(Q) €iQ% feF ei113eFieRee as, eF 

1 yeaF 1 year 

ei113erieRse eelaiReEl IJREleF !lie 
Elimst s1J13eFVisieR ef, a 
Galifemia serlifieEl B1JilEliRg 
effisial as ElefiReEl iR s1JeseetieR 
WPt-

(Ee) €iQ% fer ei113eFieRee as, eF 

1 yeaF 1 yeaF 

e*13erieRse eelaiReEl IJREleF !lie 
EliFeel s1J13eFVisieR ef, a femigR 
liseRseEl arnliileet lieeRseEI iR 
!lie ElllalifyiRg feFeigR S91JRlr:y 
wlieFe llie e*13eFieRee eee1JFFeEI. 

(11) Primary source 
documentation showino 
G.Qompletion of the ffilem 

2 years 3 years a.(! years 

Qevele13R1eRI PFegraR1 (IQP) ef 
!lie ~JalieRal Gel!RGil ef 
AFSli ilesllJ Fa I Reg islFalieR 
BearEls NCARB administered 
Architectural Exnerience 
Program (AXP) or the 
Internship in Architecture 
Program of Canada shall be 
granted 100% credit for every 
hour of work as described in 
(c)(3) in either program. 
Comoletion of either oroaram 
shall be granted a minimum of 
three years credit, upon receipt 
in the Board office ef !lie 
saREliElale's GIJFFeRI aREl valiEI 
NGARB IQP file IFaRSR1illeEl ey 
NGARB SF 99Gl!R1eRlalieR 
traRsR1itleEl ey a GaRaEliaR 
J3FSViRsial aFsliilesllJFal 
assesiatieR, Fes13eelively. 



(12)-(At Experience as, or 
experience obtained under the 
direct supervision of, a 
registered civi! or structural 
engineer, a-A4'or a licensed 
landscape architect licensed or 
registered in a United States 
jurisdiction shall be granted 
50% credit for eve!Y hour of 
work as described in /cl/3) up 
to the 2 year maximum, 

2 years 2 years 

(B 13) Experience as, or 
experience obtained under the 
direct supervision of, a 
California licensed general 
building contractor shall be 
granted 50% credit. 

4-year 1 year 

(GH) Experience as, or 
experience obtained under the 
direct supervision of, a 
California certified building 
official as defined in subsection 
(c)(-7§) shall be granted 50% 
credit for eve!Y hour of work as 
described in /c)/3) UP to the 1 
year maximum. 

1 year 1 year 

(~.1§) Experience as a 
licensed or registered architect 
practicing in another ~United 
States (U.S.) jurisdiction with a 
verified record of substantial 
architectural practice shall be 
granted 100% credit for eve!Y 
hour of work as descrioed in 
(c)(3) u12 to the 8 year 
maximum. 

8 years 8 years 



(14)(A) A 13esl 13rnfessieRal 

1 yeaF 1 yeaF 

Ele§Fee iR arntiileelt1Fe GF wilR 
aR em13tiasis GR aFGtiileolurn 
SGRSisliR§ gf a MasleF, MasleF 
gf asieRGe, GF IJR.bl. Ele§Fee., GF 
URils lewaFEI SUSA a Ele§Fee, GF 

(B.1.§) Teaching and/or research 
in NAAB-accredited or CACB-
accredited architectural 
curriculums shall be granted 
100% credit only for those 
hours worked if verified by the 
college or university. 

1 yeaF 1 year 

(-1-a17)-W Experience under 
the direct supervision of an 
architect licensed in the 
qualifying foreign country where 
the experience occurred shall 
be granted 50% credit for every 
hour of work as described in 
(c)(3) ui:1 to the 7 year 
maximum. 

5 yeaFs 2 yeaFs 5Z years 

(B 18) Experience as a foreign 
licensed architect licensed in 
the qualifying foreign country 
with a verified record of 
substantial architectural 
practice shall be granted 50% 
credit for eveiy hour of work as 
described in (c)(3) ui:1 to the 7 
year maximum. 

5 yeaFs 2 yeaFs 5Z years 

I 

' I: 
I 

(b) Education Equivalents: 

"l::EluealieR equivaleRls" stiall meaR Table eale!JGFies (a)(1) ltirnLI!JR (a)\9), (a)\10)(/\), 
(a)(11 ), (a)\13), aREI (a)\15)(/\) aREI (13). 



(1) For the purposes of this soctioR, NAAB shall rofor to the National Jl.rchitec!ural 
Jl.ccreditiRg Board, aRd C/\CB shall refer to the CaRadiaR Arahitectural CertificatioR 
Board. 

(21) A "professional degree program" shall be defined as one of the following types 
of programs: 

-1-cffi}. Bachelor of Architecture, five year program; 

2. Bachelor of /\rchitecture for iRdividuals with a prior degree; 

J.c.(fil Master of Architecture, four-year undergraduate program in architecture 
plus a two-year graduate program in architecture; 

4-{Ql Master of Architecture, four-year undergraduate program in another 
discipline plus a three-year graduate program in architecture. 

(J~) Where a candidate is seeking education equivalents for having obtained a 
professional degree or units towards such a degree from an NAAB-accredited or 
CACB-accredited program, he or she they shall be eligible for such credit if such 
program is or was accredited by NAAB or CACB either at the time of graduation or 
within two years after the date of graduation or termination of enrollment. 

(4J) Credit allowed for units obtained without a degree shall only be computed within 
the categories of subsections (a)(1) through (§1) or (a)(14)(A).(fil of this section. No 
credit for units obtained under subsections (a)(e_g_) through GF-(+fil shall be 
recognized unless such units have been transferred to and accepted by a school 
within subsections (a)(1) through (a1) of this section. 

(a1) Academic units based on the categories specified in subsections (a)(1) through 
(a1) or (a)(14)(A).(fil of this section shall be evaluated up to the maximum allowed for 
that subsection. Where a candidate has not obtained a degree, the maximum credit 
allowed for the eategories coRtaiRed iR subseelions (a)(1) thmugh (5) or (a)(14)(/\) 
shall be six months less than the maximum credit that would have beeR granted if 
the eandidate had obtained a degree in indicated for that category. Fractions greater 
than one-half of an academic year shall be counted as one-half of a year and 
smaller fractions will not be counted. 30 semester units or 45 quarter units is 
considered to be one academic year. 

(e_g_) Degrees in a field related to architecture shall be evaluated under referenced in 
subsection§ (a)(a1_) and (a)(7) are defined as the following degrees identified by the 
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Classification of Instructional 
Programs {CIP) Series: 

(A) 04: Architecture and Related Services except 04.10 Real Estate 
Development: 

(B) 14.04 Architectural Engineering: 

(Cl 14.08 Civil Engineering: 

(D) 14.33 Construction Engineering; and 



(E) 52.20 Construction Management. 

the following: Architectural Design; /\rnhitectural Engineering; /\rnhitectural StuElies; 
Architectural Technology; 8ui1Eling Science; City anEI Regional Planning; Civil, 
Mechanical, Stnictural, or Electrical Engineering; Construction Engineering; 
Construction Managernent; Environrnental Design; Interior /\rnhitecture; LanElscape 
/\rchite.cture; anEI Urban anEI Regional Design. 

(7) (/\) EiEperience obtaineEI as, or e*perience oblaineEI unEler !he Elirect supervision 
of, a licenseEI professional as Ele.fineEI in subsections (a}{8}, (a}{12}, anEI 
{a}{15}(A} or (8) 'Nhile a canEliElate is enrolleEI in a college or university shall be 
allO'.ved rna*irnurn credit for eE11c1calionalAraining eq1c1ivalents of 1 year as defined 
in s1c1bsections (a}{10)(/\) lhro1c1gh (E}. /\ canEliElate who obtains e*perience 1c1nEler 
the direct s1c1pervision of a licensed professional as ElefineEI in s1c1bsections (a}{8}, 
(a}(12}, anEI {a}{15}{A} or (8) while enrolleEI in a college or 1c1niversity shall have 
his/her ed1c1eation anEl/or eiEperience eval1c1ateEI accorEling to the rnethod which 
proviEles the canEliElate the rnost creElit. 

(8) /\ canEliElate enrolleEI in a Elegree prograrn where creElit earneEI is based on 
worl< e*perience courses {i.e., internship or co op prograrns} shall not receive 
rnore than the rna*iFRllFR creElit alloweEI for Elegrees earneEI 1c1nEler s1c1bsoctions 
(a}{1} thro1c1gh (7). 

(C} A canEliElate who is certified as having cornpleted the req1c1irernents of IDP, as 
referenced in section 109(b}{2}, baseEI 1c1pon receipt in the 8oarEI office of the 
candiElate's c1c1rrent and valid NC/\R8 IDP file lransrnilleEI by NC/\R8, is e*ernpt 
frorn the provisions of s1c1bseclion {b}{7}{8} relating to rna*irnurn creElit alloweEI for 
Elegrees 'Nhere creElit is earneEI based on work e*perience eo1c1rses. 

(S§) A candidate who possesses a degree and possesses units from more than one 
college or university shall have the degree evaluated first prior to evaluating 
additional education credits. All submitted degrees must be from an educational 
institution that is accredited by a regional or national accrediting body recognized by 
the United States Department of Education. 

(9Z) A candidate with multiple degrees shall not be able to accumulate credit for 
more than one degree unless he or she l=ias they have received one professional 
degree in architecture and one post professional degree in architecture or with an 
emphasis on architecture as specified in subsection (a){14}{/\}.{fil. Otherwise, the 
degree that receives the most credit as determined by subsection (a) shall take 
priority over any other degree. 

(4G§.) A candidate who possesses a professional degree and also possesses a post: 
professional degree in architecture or with an emphasis on architecture as specified 
in subsection (a){14}{A}.{fil shall be granted one additional year credit for the post 
professional degree. 

(4-1-~) Degrees from a foreign college or university shall be granted credit, as 
determined by the applicable category contained in subsections (a)(1) through (7). A 
transcript(s) certified by the college or university must be evaluated by NAAB or an 



educational evaluation service, approved by the National Association of Credential 
Evaluation Services, Inc. (NACES) equating the degree toward a comparable U.S. 
degree. Any cost of evaluation shall be the responsibility of the candidate. 
Professional degrees accredited by CACB shall be accepted by the Board and shall 
not be required to be evaluated by NAAB or an NACES education evaluation service 
equating the degree toward a comparable U.S. degree. 

(~10) Units from a foreign college or university shall be granted credit, as provided 
for in the applicable category contained in subsections (a)(1) through (a~:) upon 
submission of a transcript(s) certified by the college or university. These certified 
documents must be evaluated by NAAB or an NACES educational evaluation 
service equating the units toward a comparable U.S. degree. Any cost of evaluation 
shall be the responsibility of the candidate. Professional Uni!Gdegrees accredited by 
CACB shall be accepted by the Board and shall not be required to be evaluated by 
NAAB or an NACES education evaluation service equating the unitsdegree toward2 
a-comparable U.S. degree. 

(c) Training Equivalents: 

"Training eEJ1c1ivalents" sl=lall mean Table sategories (a)(!l) tl=lro1c1gl=l (a)(15). 

(1) Candidates shall be at least 18 years of age or possess a high school or high 
school equivalent degrecgrad1c1ate before they shall be eligible to receive training 
credit for work experience. 

(2) Except as provided below, work experience shall be granted training credit only 
when: 

(A) The supervising professional is licensed or registered in a United States 
jurisdiction or a Canadian province and the work experience is obtained or the 
project is located in a United States jurisdiction or Canadian province, or 

(B) The supervising professional is licensed or registered in a qualifying foreign 
country where the work experience is obtained or the project is located. 

Training credit shall be granted for work experience obtained under the authority 
of or on the property of the United States Federal Government when the work 
experience is obtained as or under the direct supervision of a licensed.Q[ 
registered professional as defined in subsections (a)(&~), (a)(12){Aj, and 
(a)(~15). 

The term "qualifying foreign country" shall mean a foreign country whose 
standards and qualifications for issuing a license or registration to practice 
architecture are equivalent to those required in this state. 

(3) Employment shall be considered on the basis of a calendar month of 40-hour 
work weeks. Credit may be given for overtime. Primary source documentation shall 
mean issued directly from the program or sent from a United States or Canadian 
regulatory body. 



II 

(4) Every candidate shall earn at least one year of training credit for experience as or 
under the direct supervision of an architect(s) licensed or registered in a United 
States jurisdiction granted at 100% credit or at least two years of experience under 
the direct supervision ofan architect(s) registered in a Canadian province granted at 
50% credit. 

(5) Any combination of credit received under subsections (a)(1 O)(B) and (a)(12)(/\) 
shall not eimeed the two years maidmum credit allowee for experience as, or 
experience obtained under the direct supervision of, a registered civil or structural 
engineer and/or a licensed landscape architect licensed in a United States 
jurisdiction. Any combination of credit reoeived under subsections (a)(1 O)(C) and 
(a)(12)(B) shall not exceed the one year maximum credit allowed for experience as, 
or experience obtainee under the direct supervisien of, a California licensed general 
building contractor. /\ny oombination of credit reoeived under subsections (a)(1 O)(D) 
ane (a)(12)(C) shall not exceed the one year maidmum credit allowed for mcperienoe 
as, or experience obtainee under the direct supeFVision of, a California certified 
buileing official. /\ny combination of credit received under subsections (a)(1 O)(E) and 
(a)(15)(A) or (B) shall not exoe.ed U10 maximum credit allo•Ned for experience as, or 
mcperienoe obtained under the direct supervision of, a foreign licensed architect 
licensee in the qualifying foreign oountry where the experience occurred. A 
candidate cannot mmeed two years mmcimum oreElit in any combination unEler 
subsections (a)(1 O)(B) through (D) anEl (a)(12)(/\) through (C). 

(e_g_) Pursuant to Business and Professions Code 7068/b). €g_xperience under the 
supervision of a "responsible managing officer~." "responsible managing employee," 
"responsible managing manager," or "responsible managing member" operating 
under a corporate contractor license shall qualify as experience under subsection 
(a)(12)(B):/.Lll and shall be verified by the responsible managing officer. responsible 
managing employee. responsible managing manager. or responsible managing 
member of that licensed entitycorporation. 

(+§) For the purpose of this section, a California certified building official shall be as 
defined by Section 18949.27 of the Health and Safety Code as an individual who is 
certified in accordance with or otherwise exempt from Chapter 7, Part 2.5 of Division 
13 (commencing with Health and Safety Code Section 18949.25). 

(8) The entry paint for IDP shall be as ElefineEl in ~ICARB's intern De~1elof)ment 
Pregram Guidelines, as referenceEl in section 109(b)(2). 

(El) Practise Equivalents: 

"Practise equivalents" shall mean Table categories (a)(8) through (a)(15). 

(1) Practice creeits for eicperience as a licensee architect, registeree civil ane/or 
structural engineer, California licensee general buileing contractor, licensee 
lanescape architect, or certifiee California buileing official may be accumulatee only 
after initial registration, lioensure or certification by a licensing authority of a political 
juriseiction. 

https://18949.25
https://18949.27


(~Z) A candidate verifying his or her their experience as an licensed architect, 
registered civil afltllor structural engineer, California licensed general building 
contractor, licensed landscape architect, or certified-California certified building 
official mav accumulate experience onlv after obtaining initial registration, licensure, 
or certification from the appropriate licensing authority of the relevant political 
jurisdiction. The candidate shall submit each of the following: 

®complete an Completed Employment Verification Form. 19C-12 (NEW 
6/2024) as referenced in section 109 (b)(3)(C)(iii); and {19G 12)(3/2006) 
available from the Board on his or her own behalf, 

ifil_slclbmit p,Eroof of licensure, registration, or certification in each jurisdiction 
where they possess(ed) a license, registration, or certification, and attach a list of 
projects for the lime period covered. The list shall incllclde: the names am:I 
addresses of the clients, type of projects, constrnction costs, date project was 
started, date of completion, and all services provided by the candidate. 

(e) Miscellaneolcls Information: 

(1) Independent, non licensed practice or experience, regardless of claimed 
coordination or liaison with licensed professionals, shall not be granted credit. 

(2) Training experience lclnser slclbsections (a){1 0)(B) throlclgh (D), (a){12), or (a)(14) 
can only be acclclmlcllated after the candiElate has obtaines cresit for at least the five 
years of esucational eE1uivalents as evaluates by the Boars. Candisates who are 
certifies as having completes the reE1uirements of IDP as referenced in section 
109(b){2), bases upon receipt in the Board office of the cansisate's current and valis 
~ICARB IDP file transmittes by NCARB, or IAP, as referenced in section 109(b){2), 
bases upon receipt in the Board office of socumentation transmittes by a Canadian 
provincial architectural association, are exempt from this reEluirement for their 
IDP/IAP training units, 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 5526, 5550 and 5552, Business and Professions Code. 
Reference: Sections 5550 and 5552, Business and Professions Code. 
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